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Russia’s Secret Weapon

Is Sqid To Have Blown Up

CPYRGHT"

Tondon, Oct. 16 (P—The “fanlas-

tic” secrel weapon that NIKita
Khrushche? rattled at the West in
190 was a nuclear-propeiled
¥ocket that blew up on the launch-
ing pad, killing the Soviet com-
mander of rocket forces and 300
others, the Guardion said today.
The paper quoted from what it
said were secret reports of Oleg
Penkovsky, a Russian who was
_sentenced to dealh by a Soviel
court in 1963 for spying for the
West. He was close to- influential

Kremlin leaders and was regarded|

in London and Washington as the
lmost valuable Western spy behind
the Tron Curtain.
Premature Test

Viclor Zorza, Communist-aftairs
expert of the Guardian, apparently
‘obtained an advance look at the
spy’s reports, which are being
published soon under the lille

“The Penkovsky Papers"” in Brit-!

ain and the United States.
Zorza said Penkovsky reporfed

MARSHAL NEDELIN
Dealh Inid to rocket hlast
“Ths weéapor under develop-

i ment, yo ;jmight say in the port-

folio of the scientists, Is a fanlas-’

that  former Premier. Khrush-
chev’s boast early in 1960 of a
secret weapon annoyed . Soviel

military men and forced a prema-
ture tesling of {he rocket.

In the {all nf 1960, scientists as-
zembled lo rush through a test in
‘time for the October Revolulion
anniversary, Zora reporied.

“The countdown went according
to plan” Zorza said, “bul the new
‘missile failed to leave the ground.
I''he observers wailed for some

the shelter,

“At - this point. the missile ex-
ploded, killing 300 peopie, among
them the commander-in-chief of
:the Sovie missile forces, Marshal
{Nedelin*t- =

Alr Crash Claimed
The Russians annotinced Oclo-

'her, 26, 1960, thai Marshal Mitro-|
fan 1, Nedélin and ‘‘several other|

\officers” had ‘becn killed in- the
‘line of duty in-an air crash.

In an address to the Soviel Par-

liament January 14, 1960, Khrush-
ichev declared:

i -*The Central Committee of (he
:Communist - party and the Soviet
IGovernment can inform you,
icomrade deputies, that though the
iweapons we now have are formi-
{dahle’ weapons, the weapon we
have in the hat¢hing stage today

formidable,

twenty minutes, then came out of

lic one,” |
Global Rocket
Then on, March 16, 1962, in &3 4¢cess to Berlin. |
speech inthe Kremlin, Khrush-i 1, repeated messages, Peakov-!
chev  indicaled his “fantastic”;skv said that Khrushchev's Hhark
‘new weapon had been perfecled, [iyag worse than his bile ang that
Yalthough hke ‘did not refer te it in

‘ihat way. Nor did he mention his] ™% T
jprevious boast. “{force'to back up the threats. .

" wOur scientists and engineers,”] When President Kennedy called
‘e said, “have creéated a new in- United States, reservisis lo. _qm:\'
levcontinental rocket which theyjand the West made il plain il
eali global. This rocket is invui-iwould light if nced be, Krushchev
nevahle to anti-missile weapons.” ilhen pulled back and gave the im-

Anv  nutlear - powered rocket pression Lhere, was no hurry about,
wonld be ! global, since its fuel signing the scparate lreaty. :
would_permit-it to make extended  Zorza said the Uniled Slaies,
s T LCeniral ‘Intelligence Agency hasi
Mights hefore zeroing in on tar-i .40 penkovsky's papers availa-!
igets. ble for pulbication probably as!

Russia did noi have the mililary

i ‘Khrushchev said the new Wea- of iis propaganda hatlle with|

pohs could outwit .Uniled Stales' goyiet intelligence agencics. ~ |
radar and- warning systems in the’: ‘Penkovsky was senlenced o]
north polar region because “the, geath for espionage in a 1963 (rial.
new global rockets can fly around, at which he was accused of pass:
the world in any direclion and,ing secret informatlion lo British:
strike a blow at any set target.”" ibusiness man Grenville: Wynne g
“On the diplomatic side, ZorzajAlthough there was no official an-,
‘reported the most impoitant intel- nouncement, it is presumed Pmﬂi
ligence furnished by “Penkovskyjkovsky was er(_’mCd- ]
was (hat (he Kromlin's  hand! -Wynne was given a prisen sen-
fzould be successfully called dur-lfence at the trial but was later.
- inghe 1961 Berlin erisis, released. - :
* ‘Jﬁ"'jhat 7year, Khrushchev threa-{ Wynne said in ‘Lﬂndfmg'h"ﬁ
'tened to sign a scparate ‘peacey s 7Y : :

i N j; 7 o e X . - N
{{reatv with Fast Germany. and there is’ afiglutely no doubt”
i 3 b ) ¥

- i J i e ne. nkov ; & Are
ApprovednﬁorpRélaeazs;eezeemmamgéfp[mwfsﬁmﬁg&ﬁ'@é%o 00Ty B

L munis

CPYRGHT




